
 

CALL FOR ARTISTS - Request for Proposals (RFP)  
Outdoor Sculpture Commission – Union County Library Foundation  

INTRODUCTION  
The Union County Library Foundation invites practicing, professional artists and artist teams to submit 
proposals for the design, fabrication, and installation of an original outdoor sculpture. The 
commissioned work will be permanently installed at the Southwest Regional Library Branch in 
Waxhaw, North Carolina, and will reflect the library’s mission to inspire residents of Union County to 
explore, create, and learn.  

This public art project aims to celebrate libraries and their services while enhancing the visual landscape 
of the library’s outdoor environment. The work should be durable, visually compelling, and appropriate 
for a community-centered, family-friendly space. While the sculpture does not have to focus solely on 
literacy, proposals that reflect the values of community, exploration, inspiration, education, and 
connection are encouraged.  

Application Deadline: Friday, December 12th, 2025  

ELIGIBILITY  
This call is open to qualified professional artists or artist teams residing in the United States. Artists 
must demonstrate experience with public art projects of similar scope and be capable of overseeing the 
design, engineering, fabrication, and installation of the artwork.  

This call is open to artists who currently reside in, have previously lived in, or maintain 
meaningful ties to Union County.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  
Location: Southwest Regional Library Branch, 1720 Cuthbertson Road, Waxhaw, NC  

Purpose: This sculpture is designed to celebrate the power of knowledge, imagination, and community 
found within the walls of the public library. Through its form, it symbolizes the transformative journey 
that literacy offers to individuals of all ages. Positioned in a public space, the artwork invites curiosity  
and reflection, encouraging visitors to engage with literature, creativity, and each other. It serves as a 
lasting tribute to the library's role as a gateway to explore, create, and learn.  

Artistic Goals: The sculpture should reflect themes of library service, community, inspiration, or 
personal interpretation aligned with the mission of the Library. The work must be suitable for outdoor 
installation and able to withstand the regional climate and public interaction.  

Design considerations:  
● Must be safe and appropriate for all ages  
● Should require minimal maintenance  
● Must comply with all applicable building codes and ADA guidelines  



In appreciation of the selected artist(s), a plaque will be displayed at the site for artist recognition. 
BUDGET  
The total project budget is $25,000, inclusive of all artist fees, materials, engineering, fabrication, 
transportation, insurance, and installation. Any permits or equipment rental costs related to the 
installation must be included in the proposed budget. The artist is responsible for creating an accurate 
rendering of the project detailing construction plans, dimensions, and materials needed.  

TIMELINE  
● Application Deadline: Friday, December 12th, 2025  
● Artist Interviews: January 5th-9th, 2026  
● Notification of Final Selected Artist: January 14th, 2026  
● Commence Services: February 1, 2026  
● Installation and Completion: Complete by June 1, 2026  

SELECTION PROCESS  
Proposals will be reviewed by a committee composed of representatives from the Union County Library 
Foundation and community stakeholders. The Selection Committee will select top candidates for further 
consideration and will request an interview. The proposal will then be presented to the Union County 
Library Foundation Board of Directors for approval. The Selection Committee reserves the right to 
reject all proposals.  

SELECTION CONSIDERATIONS  
Proposals will be evaluated based on:  

● Artistic merit and originality  
● Relevance to the project goals and site context  
● Experience and qualifications of the artist/team  
● Feasibility of the project within the stated budget and timeline  
● Ability to handle all aspects of the project including procurement of plans stamped by an 

engineer and installation at the project site  
● Completeness of the proposal  

HOW TO SUBMIT  
All proposals must include:  

1. Artist Application  
2. Cover letter stating interest in the project, approach to public art and highlights of any relevant 

past experience with projects of a similar scope  
3. Proposed concept and approach to the project – a complete plan with dimensions, features, and 

an explanation of how the project will be completed  

Proposals must be received by the Foundation by or before Friday, December 12th, 2025. Applicant 
must submit one electronic copy of the proposal by email with “Proposal for Library Foundation 
Sculpture” in the subject line and addressed to Michele Bost, Foundation Chair, 
micheletbost@gmail.com  

QUESTIONS  
Please Michele Bost at micheletbost@gmail.com if you have any further questions. 

 
 



UNION COUNTY LIBRARY FOUNDATION  
ARTIST APPLICATION  

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________ State: __________ Zip code:___________ 

Telephone: _______________________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Website: ____________________________________________________________________________  

A complete application must also include the following:  
1. Cover letter stating interest in the project, connection to Union County, approach to public art 

and highlights of any relevant past experience with projects of a similar scope. 
2. Proposed concept and approach to the project – a complete plan with dimensions, features, and 

an explanation of how the project will be completed  

As an applicant for the opportunity to complete this public art project for the Union County Library 
Foundation, I certify that all works submitted as my work are the product of my own creation and no 
other. I further certify that all statements made in this application are true to the best of my knowledge. I 
understand that the Union County Library Foundation may use images of, or the application materials, 
for the purpose of the consideration of my application and/or for promotional materials concerning this 
project. I understand that any liability for loss or damage of my application or images is not the 
responsibility of the Union County Library Foundation or the panel of jurors installed to review 
applications.  

Applicant Signature: __________________________________________________________________ 

Date: ________________  

Email completed application by Friday, December 12th, 2025 to Michele Bost, Foundation Chair, at 
micheletbost@gmail.com. 


